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we Rad af Minorca; EX ab e 
S 

of cal of ou 

lonel our an 


inn, dhe 5 0 und AS threatened 
with an Attack from the French: AND 
WHEREAS the ſaid Major eneral Stuart, 

and Colonel Cormallis e Bey, of Ef- 


5 Sqr BY of our Ships, ſent. out! 

th 11 of Minorca: AND WHERE. 

AS it now e that the ſaid Major Ge- 

5 We and 40 85 Colonels thr rep Frum | 

1 oin their r we 

Eee e 7 es 72 icion Bl. F 

obedience of Orders, and Neglect of Buty; 
all which, We have 2 fit . dend be 

_ enquired. into, by the general O! herei 
after named : Our Will and P] 
a S 


fore is, and we do 4 hereby . OY ap- 
point our right truſty and w 
| keller, Sir 505 Li 252 eral 2 
and our truſty and * well: belo eloved Lieytey: 
'Generals' John Huſte and James Choltwaglel 
to examine and enquire, touching the" 
ters aforeſaid; and particularly, whether thi 
ſaid Major General Stuart, And Colonels 
Cornwallis and Earl of Effin ham, did uſe their 
beſt Endeavours to 254 themſely And 
Furt St. Philip or at any time make Appli- 
cation to the Admiral, or other Offiters of 
the Fleet, for that Purpoſe and W. -n 
ſaid Officers, being only Paſſengers on Boar 
the ſaid Fleet, did 2 at, and fign 1844 
Council of War, which adviſed an imme- 
diate Return to Gibraltar, without making 
any Attempt to reinforce or relieve the Gat- 
«riſon of &. Philip then beſieged by the E. 


nemy. And you are to give Notice to the 
- ſaid General Officers, when and where 


are to meet, in Order to the ſaid Examint 
tion, and to ſummon ſuch Witneſſes as ſhall 
be able to give Teſtimony touching the fald 
Matters. And you are alſo to give Notice 
to the ſaid Major General Stuart, and Colo- 
nels Cornelis and Earl of Eyingbam, of the 
Time and Place appointed for the Meeting 
of the ſaid General Officers, that they may 
have an Opportunity of attending an bein 
beard, as to any ng they may defire 2 5 


5 


Tr} © 

fer in their Juſtification. And the ſaid Ge- 

neral Officers are hereby authorized, im- 
powered, and required, ſtrictly to examine 
into the Matters beforementioned,- and to 
report a State thereof as it ſhall appear to 
them, together with their Opinion thereup- 
on. All which, you are to tranſmit to Our 
Secretary at War, to be by him laid before Us, 
for Our Confideration. And for ſo doin 
this ſhall be as well to you, as to Our ſaid 
General Officers, and all others concerned, 
a ſufficient Warrant. Given at Our Court at 
St. James s, this 22d Day of November, 1756, 
in the thirtieth Year of Our Reign. | 


By his Majeſty's Command, 
BARRINGTON, 


% 


To our truſty and well-be- 
loved Thomas Mergan, Eſq; 
Judge Advocate General of our 
Forces, or his Deputy. 
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General Officer 8, Sc. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | 


E, the General Officers appointed by 
Y your Majeſty's Warrant, bearing 
Date the 22d Day of November laſt, to en-. 
quire into the Conduct of Major General 
James Stuart, the honourable Edward Corn- 
wallis, Colonel of your Majeſty's 24th Regi- 
ment of Foot, and Thomas Earl of Efinghaom,- 
lonel of your Majeſty's 34th Regiment of 
Foot, in regard to their not having joined their 
eſpective Commands in the Iſland of Minor 
a; and particularly, whether they did uſe 
cir beſt Endeavours to throw themſelves into | 
rt St. Philip or at any Time make Ap» 
lication to the Admiral, or other Officers of 
e Fleet, for that Purpoſe ; and why they, 
ng only Paſſengers on Board the ſaid 
et, did aſſiſt at, and fign a 2 


Tt 


+ 0 
of War, which adviſed an immediate Re- 
turn to Gibraltar, without making any At. 
tempt to reinforce or relieve the Garfiſon of- | 
St. Philip, then beſieged by the. Enemy; 
Have, in Obedience to the Directions of your 
Majeſty's ſaid Warrant; mage diligent En- 
quiry touching the Matters aforeſaid ; and 
having been attended by the ſaid Major Ge- 
neral Stuart, and Colonels Cormonllis- and 
Earl of Efingham, have heard what they ſe- 
verally deſired to offer in their Juſtification, 
And we do hereby beg Leave to lay before 
your Majeſty, A State of or whole Exami- 
nation, in manner. following g.. „ 
Lieutenant General Sir Ft; am Busse 
being afked, Whether the. Som 
with the Caſtle of St. Philip was. open at the 
Time the Engli 7% Fleet 1 off. thy 
Iſland? 0 
Anſwered, That there are four” Labding 
Places, one larger than the others, and thi 
the Communication would have been opd 
through them, and that Succours might. ha 
been landed in cafe any had come (notwit þ 
ſtariding any Batteries of the French upd 
_ 19th Day of May, the Day upon whil 
gli Fleet appeared, —That” be all 
45 Me. d with a Letter to Admiral Þ 
that Day, but he could not reach the F bo 


That Admiral Byng made no Signal Ly: 


1 
ed by the Garriſon, nor ſent any Body off 
towards Fort St. Philip. e 
Sir William Blakeney being aſked, at the 
Deſire of Colonels Cornwallis and the Earl of 
Efingham, At what Time the French Fleet 
appeared off Minorca after the Action; whe- 
ther the next Day, or the Day following 
that ? „ 
Anſwered, That he does not with Cer- 
tainty recollect, but rather thinks it was the 
ſecond Day after the Action: if it ſhould be 
thought material, by having Recourſe to 
Minutes, he could fix it with Certainty. 

Mr. Robert Boyd being likewiſe queſtion- 
ed in regard to the Communication with 
irt St. Philip, ſaid, That upon the Fleet 
being ſeen from the Garrifon on the rgth of 
lay, he received Orders to go off with a 
Letter from Lieutenant General Blakeney to 
\dmiral Byng, to compliment him on his 
rrival in thoſe Seas, and to ſettle Signals, 
hich ſhould be uſed to inform the Garrj- 
on of his having got on Board; but, as 5 
Boat was ſome Hours in preparing, it was 
Imoſt Sun-ſet before it was ready; when 
de went ont from St. Stephen's Cove in a 
Ix Oar'd Boat with eight Men, a Midſhip- 
an and a Coxſwain, and rowed towards the 
leet till it was ſo dark, that he could not 
iſtinguiſh even their Lights; and as it then 
peared to him impoſſible to reach the Pleet, 

B 


and 


j 


I 
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LE 
and two French Veſſels were ſtanding out 
from the Land, he ordered the Men to lay 
upon their Oars till it grew quite dark, and 
then paddle into the Harbour ; and: that they 
landed at the Baſon of one of the Sally-Ports, 
near the North-Eaſt Raveling.— He added, 
that the French fired at him as he went out; 
for, upon diſcovering a Faſcinade Work near 
the Marlborough, which they were before 
unacquainted with, they took ſome Notice 
of it, and the French at that Time fired 1 
wild ſcattering Fire over them, and at laſt, 
wo or three Cannon... dens 
| Major General Stuart and Colonels Corn- 

wallis and Earl of Effingham, having inform- 
ed us, that they ſhould in due Time offer 
ſome Matters in their Juſtification, and that 
they were ready and willing to anſwer any 
| Queſtions that might be put to them, touch- 
ing their Conduct It was propoſed to them 
to inform us of their Reaſons for not obey- 
ing the Orders recited in your Majeſty" 
Warrant, by repairing to their reſpectin 
Commands in Minorca; and particularly, 
whether they did uſe their beſt Endeavoun 
to throw themſelves into Fort St, Philip, a 
if at any Time they made Ap lication to the 
Admiral or Officers of the F leet, for tha 
Purpoſe: And alſo to inform us of thei 
Reaſons why they, being only Paſſengers 
board the Fleet, did aſſiſt at, and fign a Se- 


Council of War, which adviſed an immedi- 
ate Return to Gibraltar, without making any 
Attempt to reinforce or relieve the: Garriſon 
of St. Philip, then beſieged by the Enemy. 
In Anſwer thereto, Major General Stuart 
infor med us, that he had-put into Writing. 
hat he imagined, from the Tenour of the 
arrant, might be expected from him, and 
hich he apprehended would be a full An- 
wer to thoſe Queſtions; and the ſame as, 
it his Deſire, read, to | the following Ee. 


cc G 


„it is with great Concern that I find my- 

vWF {elf in the diſagreeable Situation of being 

er obliged to enter into a Juſtification. of my 
Conduct, from a upon ariſing of 55 
obedience to his Majeſty's Orders, and 
Neglect of my Duty. Under theſe Cir- 

mW cumſtances, my only Satisfaction is, in the 
Hope I have of fully juſtifying my Beha- 

i viour, before Gentlemen with whoſe Can- 

e dour and Experience I am well acquainted, | 
„and thereby totally removing every Impu- . 
u tation of Diſobedience and Neglect from * 
my Character, the maintaining of Which 


has been the conſtant Study of my Life. 
* The Articles mentioned in his Majeſty's 
Warrant, and to which, I 1 1 . 
to anſwer, a9; i 

f B 2 | | « I. | 


( the End of March? 


_ « jeſty's Commands by the Secretary at Wa, 


"88 Mediterranean, from the Time I received 


His Royal Highneſs was pleaſed t0 inſom 


ing Officers and others, belonging to the 
Regiments at Minorca; to repair 


= ſeveral Agents of chele Regiments, to 2 
0 honed Orders, and that they ſhould in- 


L 
* Imo. Why, having e his Majeſ. 
cc oy s Orders, in the Month of November, to 
repair to Minorca,” 1 did not ſet out til 


To this I beg Leave to kee Tha 
c J was no ſooner honoured with his Ma. 


< 'than/I immediately made all the Diſpatch 
% in my Power, that I might be in Readi· 
c neſs to execute them.—Having done this 
J acquainted His Royal Highneſs the 
«© Duke with my Intention and Deſire to 
te embark on board the firſt Ship of Wa 
e that failed to the Mediterranean, of which 
« His Royal Highneſs was pleaſed to ap- 
ct prove. "Ws Ship of War-was ſent to the 


* his Majeſty's Commands, till the ,$qu- 
« dron failed under the Command of Adios 
« ral Byng. 

ec In the Month of Februory follovieg 


* me, that His Majeſty expected I would ( 
te out immediately, and at the ſame Tine 
10 directed me to ſend Orders to all recrut 


forthwitt 
te to their Poſts. Upon this I wrate to tit 


te quaint their Officers with the abovemen 
Ti mediate 
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13 1 
« mediately 1 to Pareſmauth, with their | 
6 Recruits to embark. | 
I applied to Lord Auſn for a Ship to 
ce carry us: The e:was appointed; but 
« before ſhe was in Readineſs to fail, Ad- 
© miral Byng's Squadron was ordered for 
the Mediterranean; and upon my Appli- 


cation to him at Portſmouth, the Officers 


« and Recruits for Minorca were, by his 
« Directions, diſtributed on. board the ſeveral 
« Ships of his Squadron. 

J hope that, all theſe eee 
“ conſidered, it will clearly appear, that 
* my not embarking ſooner, was not ow- 
« ing to any Neglect. 

* 2do. Whether I uſed my beſt Endea- 
be _ to throw myſelf into Fort St. Phi- 
* Jip; or at any Time made Application 
2 1 the AA or other Gg of the 
0 Fleet, for that Purpoſe? y 
In Reſpect to this, I muſt beg Liens 
te to obſerve, that I am fully convinced) of 
the Juſtice and Propriety of his Maje- 
te ſty's receiving full Satisfaction. I was 
not through any Neglect in me, that his | 


* Majeſty's Orders for my joining my Com- 


60 mand at e were not non cope ol 
% with, 511100 i 
„ in Hop 1 
<6 Philip; I. knew. that Ad Zug bad 
miral, has 


4 14 ] - 
Ne Orders to put us on Shore; he knew I 
« was there for that Purpoſe only. . This 
&“ being the Caſe, and as it was in his Pow- 
e er only to ſend me thither, in any Man- 
cc ner that he ſhould find —— I 
« own I did not think any particular Ap- 
« plication neceſſary, nor indeed was it in 
e my Power: For on the 19th of May, 
% when the Fleet brought to off the Har- 
* bour's Mouth, and I expected the Admi- 
© ral would endeavour to give the Garriſon 
1 Notice of our Situation, in Order to con- 
« cert Meaſures for throwing us into the 
e Fort; the Signal being made by the Fri- 
« gates a-head that the French Fleet were 
„ in Sight, the Admiral made the Signal 
* to Chace, the Fleet thereupon immedi- 
te ately made Sail, and ſtood after the Ene- 
„ my. The remaining Part of that Day, 
e the only one in which we were near 5 
r Philips, was employed in coming up with 
<<, the Enemy, and preparing far an Engage+ 
t ment, which happened the next Day. 
1 hope it will appear from this plain 
Detail of Facts, that I had no Opportu- 
te nity of applying to the Admiral to put 
* me on Shore, before the Action; and an 
« Application to any other Officer of the 
« Fleet, without the Admiral's Orders, 
« could have had no Effect. After the 
«6 Action, we were at a Diſtance from the 


= 1 5 2 . Iland, 


1151 
« Iſland, and the Enemy's Fleet between 
« us and Fort St. Philip. | i 
« ztio. Why I, being only a Paſſenger 
« on Board the Fleet, did affiſt at, and fign 
« a Sea-Council of War, which adviſed an 
ce jmmediate Return to Gibraltar, without 
«© making any Attempt to reinforce or relieve 
e the Garriſon of Fort St. Philip's? 
« My Anſwer to that ſhall conſiſt in my 
te giving a ſuccin& Narrative of my Con- 
« duct. og 
On the 24th of May I received a Meſ- 
* ſage from the Admiral by an Officer, 
« defiring my Attendance at a Council of 
« War, I was at that Time very lame, 
* and otherwiſe much indiſpoſed ; but as I 
© knew not to what End this Council of 
% War might be called, and as it might 
* poſſibly have been to concert ſome Means 
« for putting us on Shore, my Zeal for the 
« Service would not allow me to think of 
* any Excuſe; and I hope that Zeal will 
* not be thought a Fault, which was then 
* the ſole Motive of my Attendance. 
«© The Diſtinction of my being a Paſ- 
< ſenger only, I muſt confeſs, did not oc- | 
« cur to me; but if it had, as there were 
ſeveral Officers and Soldiers on board 
* the Squadron, whom I took to be under 
my Command, I mention it only for your- 
* Conſideration, whether, if it had oc- 
| | | & cured 


cc 


f 16] 
cured to me, I could have relied on it ag 
an Excuſe, or have ſatisfyed myſelf, that 
it would not have been looked upon as 4 
Neglect of Duty. I conſidere 
as — — the ſame cr. mph 
having the ſame Point in View, with the 
Officers of the Fleet, and bound to co- 
operate with them to the utnioft of my 
Power for the Advancement of that Ser- 
vice. Under theſe Perſuaſions, F was 
preſent at the Council of War, where, 
from what appeared to us, from the 
te then Circumſtances of Affairs, the State 
of the Fleet, and the Sentiments of all 
the Gentlemen that were preſent, I gave | 
© that Opinion, which ſeemed to me to be 
moſt for his Majeſty's Servicſe. 
« NOW, GENTLEMEN, I muſt in 
treat you to conſider the Situation I qa 
* in, the Difficulties I was under, in diſ- 
tinguiſhing what Steps were' the mot 
proper for me to take, my being ſtill 
ready to go upon that Service to which | 
I was deſtined, my Deſire to avoid eriter- 
ing into any Diſputes that might perplex 
; that Service, and, if I may be 
to add, the whole Tenour of my Life, 
in which Punctuality in my Duty hs | 
ever been my Aim and Endeavour, = | 
therefore leſs likely to err, willingly, in | 
an Affair of this eee oj 
g ce * Thele | 


* | 


Pays. un huts Arup Ao n 


| { 274] 
© Theſe Reaſons I chearfully ſubmit to 
« your Conſideration; and I hope, from 
your Report, to be reſtored to his Maje- 
« ſty's good Opinion, which I have ever 
« ſteadily ſought to obtain, and from which 
« it has given me the utmoſt Anxiety to 
« have fallen.” _ RY nt 
Major General Stuart was aſked, whe- 
ther, upon the Day of the Council of War, 
he aſked any of the Officers of the Fleet, 
whether it was practicable to. put them on 
Shore ? | | 1 
To which he anſwered, that he thinks 
he did aſk Admiral Byng (but is not abſo- 
lutely certain) and that he received for An- 
wer, that it was not practicable; but is ſure 
hat he underſtood from the Officers in ge- 
eral, who aſſiſted at the Council War, 
hat it was not practicable. 3 


Colonel Cormuallis ſaid, that he had like= 
"iſe put ſome Particulars in Writing, which 
e conceived would anſwer thoſe Queſtions, 
ind which were, at his Deſire, read, to the 
aoving ß . - a 
« 'That E written Orders for 
' my poing to oft at Minorca at any 
Time That being confined to my Houſe | 
by a ſevere Illneſs for five Weeks, I had 
heard that the Officers belonging to the 
Garriſon of Minorca were ordeted to their 
Poſts; — That as ſoon as I could poſſibly 
ee N 


: g _ 


e His'Royal [Hip hne 


[18] 
80 ont, 1 did wait upon his Royal High. 
* 7 the Duke to A his Raju Hi 
ze this was upon Sunday the 21ſt of March 
Fd told me, it was hi 
* Majeſty” 8 Pleafure that I ſhould ſet out 
de for my Poſt at Minorca — I kiffed hi 
« Majeſty's Hand upon Minday the 224, 
"oo Turſilay the 23d, and ſet out for Pr 
d mouth on Friday the 26th in a State d 
0 Health that an ” Officer leſs deſirous, « 
© fefs willing of going to his Duty, might 
<*, bave pleaded Incapacity — So that in four 
© Days from receiving my Orders I repaired 
NW Portſmouth, and there embarked a 
Board his Majeſty's Fleet for Minorca, # 
ce ordered. I hope therefore Diſobedienct 
* of Orders, or Neglect of Duty in thi 
1 Point, cannot be charged upon me 
. As. to the Queſtion, Whether I uſe 
ce my beſt Endeavours to throw myſelſ in 
4e Fort St. Philip, or at any Time made Ap: 
« plication to the Admiral or other Off 
tc of the Fleet for that Purpoſe ? 1 anſwel, 
That I did uſe my beſt Endeavousy, 
ie that is, I went on Board the Fleet as cal}; 
« as poſſible, with a full Intention of g 
* ing into Fort St. Philjþ—That the exec 
c tive Part was with the Admiral as n 
landing me—That I never perceived al an 
cc Difinclination in the Admiral to 
ce © your to land me; therefore no Nece 
«For aſking him to do What he was oro 


7 a — 


bath 


« ed to do—Thatl do not know-apy. Figs 
7 ſuch a Queſt would have en pro 
« to put to the Admiral, or any o S, = 
« ficer of the Fleet—For when the Fleet, 
« came in Sight of Minorca, the Enemy & 
« Fleet was deſcried, and. Signals made. 
to Chace in Line of Battle a-head, which. 
« ] conceive was no Time to make ſuch, 
« Application, as it would have looked like 
* declining the Engagement; neither. was. 
* it a Time the Admiral could have ſpared, 
a Ship or Boat, as 1 apprehend—That. 
« after that unhappy Engagement it Was: 
© impracticable, as the Enemy's Fleet was. 
between us and Se. Philip! An Appli- 
4 cation then would have looked more 
* like a Bravado than any real Intention to 
the Service — Had the Admiral after the. 
Engagement appeared off Sc. Philip a, 
and delayed or Neve any Diſinelination 
to attempt the landing me, 1 ſhould: 
then have thought it my Duty to have» 
applied to him, and inſiſted an the, ! 
« Trial of it. WET AS 
As to the Queſtion, « Why 1 did abſt at 
* and fign a a0 War, Which. 
' adviſed an immediate * to Gibral. 
" tax, being a Paſſenger? | | 
I think I cannot be deemed a paſſen · 
ger, but an Officer actually upon the. 
I King 8 Service, having both Officers and. 
„ Men 
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Men of my own Regiment u 
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| nder my 
Command, and deſtined for Mznorca, - 
But, admit my being a Paſſenger, I look 
ed upon myſelf as under the Command 
of the Admiral, and ſhould have thought 


it my Duty to have obeyed him, had he 


ſtationed me to any Poſt during the Ac- 
tion: And that the Admiral thought ſo 
is plain, from his having ſent on .Board 
the Kingſton; the Ship I was in, to order 


a Lieutenant and ſeveral Recruits of the 


Welſh Fuziliers on Board the Buckinghn 
to reinforce her; and that both the Of. 
ficers and Recruits of the different Corps 
were ſtationed to different Guns, and did 
Duty the ſame as the Engliſb Fuzilien, 
who were on board as Marines — That 
J conceive I behaved like an Officer in 
obeying the Summons of the Commander 


in Chief to affiſt at the Council of War, 


the declining of which might, as I ap- 
prehend, have been conſtrued a Diſobe- 


© dience of Orders, and a Backwardneſs in 
aſſiſting upon the King's Service — That 
nothing has been more common than 


Land and Sea Officers ſitting together: 
upon Sea-Councils of War,—1 know no 
Rule laid down in the Military Service 
to govern myſelf by as a Paſſenger, and: 
therefore had only my Judgment to guide. 
me — As to my Opinion, when *at the 

2 „ 
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count been ſummoned, as a 
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41 
te council of War, I hope it will be luft 
« cient to ſay, I acted to the beſt” of y 


0 Judgm ent for the Kin g's Service, unbi- 


te aſſed Fang uninfluenced. I muſt fur 


« ther obſerve, that when the Fleet was 


« reinforced, and under the Command of 


« Sir Edward Haie, I again embarked,” 


« and ſailed for my Command at Minorca, 


© but we met the Garriſon of Sr. Phibp's s 


« jn their Way to Gibraltar.” 
| To this Colonel Cormuallis added verbal- 
ly : —— << May I be permitted to ſay, that 


*I have been now upwards of Twenty-ſix 


« Years in his Majeſty” s Service, and em- 
« ployed upon more Service and greater va- 


„ riety, than perhaps any Officer of my 
„ Years and Standing in the Army; that. 


* it has been my good Fortune, during the 


8 Courſe of my Service, never to Have had 


« 2 Re prima, or even Rebuke' from” 


« ral general Officers a 
« Inquiry; and I flatter m 
“bear Teſtimony of my 
« wardneſs in the King's Service upon 


ointed for this 


% Occaſions | I 3.4 


Captain William Parry, who' epimtilnnidh* 
the King flon, on board of which was Colo- 
nel Cormvallis, and who had upon that Ac- 

fe from 
whom 


rior Officer; and that T have 
cc hal ea Honour to ſerve” under the ſeve-· 


ſelf they WII 
l for, and Fo- 


k 221 
whom we mi obably receive * In 
5 _—_ ed, at the Defre of I 
217 rm 1wallis, Whether he, Colonel Corn». 
walks, did ſeem deſirous of being at * 


bac in 1 BY 
na age ba, anſwered, That Colonel 
s did 3 y Times upon the Paſ. 
res 9 1 par long the 19th of May) 
25 reſs Bay of being at his Paſt, 
faid, 2 did not care at gots Rate he 
— be landed; — before their coming to 
Gibraltar, upon their meeting a Veſſel, from 
which they receired Information, that it 
was believed Mabon was inveſted, the Colo- 
nel ſaid with Eagerneſs, I wiſh to God 
1 had been with my Regiment. i 
1g alſo. aſked,: at Colonel Cornualhss 
Dat whether he, Colonel Cor nwalls, did, 
=2 before the ; Enga — 2 
pplication to Fngw in what » 
dea of moſt Service i in the 
Act, e upon the. Fp. or ae 
e. 


1 AER That Colonel Sr 4s 
200 to him to that Effect; and his An- 
ſwer was, that his continuing upon the 
Deck with him would be the moſt likely 
Situation to do him any Service; and that 
the Colonel did accordingly. keep that Sta- 


ton in order to co-operate with him. 
. Captaith 


Captain Parry being queſtioned. | by us us, 
the 
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wind after. the En gagement, whi 
Fleet. was refitting, it was in his Opinion 
racticable to have landed Colonel Carnal: 
j s and the other Officers, who had Com: 
mands at Fort St. Philip's? © 
Anſwered, That in hb O inzoh it rng 
not practicable, the Engliſh Fleet being then 
at the Diſtance of about 1 or ten Leagues 
from the Iſland, and the Fench Fleet between 
them and the Iſland. Captain Parry added, 
that before their arriving off Minorca, Caps 


tain Harvey, who came from Majorca, and 
joined them on the 17th or 18th of 


told them it was thought at Majorca, chat 
the French Fleet were then off Minor ca. £ 
The Earl of Effingham faid, that haying 
conſidered the 8 of his Majeſty's Wars 
rant, he was prepared to lay a ſuccinct Ac, 
count of his Conduct before us, which he 
apprehended would likewiſe give a clear 


Anſwer to the 


ueſtions now propoſed to 


him ; which he did to the following FR 


fect: 


0 That i in Regard to his Orders, he wag | 
„ on the 16th of February laſt told by Ge 


« neral Stuart at Court, that he had res 
4 ceived Orders to ſend all Officers to their 
« Poſts at Minorca; in Cohiſequence of, 


© which he (the Earl of Efingham) imme- 
© diately ptepared to be ready as ſoon as 


> the 


ia}. | 
12 ths Man of War appointed to carty him 
* and other Officers, and was at Pore. 
% mouth a Week before the Ship failed. 
„That in Regard to his 4 his beſt 
* Endeavours to get into Fort St. Philip, be 
« does not know what Effort he could 
make for that Purpoſe, till the Admiral WW 
te ſaw a proper Opportunity of 12 
val him, more than at the Fleet's oach- 
« ing to Minorca, he held himſelf in Rea- 
dineſs to diſembark, whenever a Si 
« or Order ſhould be given for that 
« poſe; and that he went a ſecond. Time 
t wich Sir Edward Hawke's Fleet, till the 
e Troops were met coming down.— As to 
* an Application to the Admiral, or other | 
* Officers of the Fleet, he never did make 
« any; becauſe, as the Admiral muſt know, 
* for. what Purp oſe He was ordered to go 
te on board the Fleet, he could not but 
ec conclude that the Admiral would land | 
« him, whenever he had it in his Power, 
And to the remaining Queſtion, Why, WW 
* being only a Paſſenger on Board the Fleet, W | 
« he did aſſiſt at, and ſign a Sea-Council, of © 
ec War, which adviſed an immediate Re- 
4 turn to Gibraltar, without any Attempt 
4 to reinforce or relieve the Garriſon of, 
&« $7. Philip's, then beſieged by the Enemy . 
he anſwers, becauſe, the Admiral having. 


4e ſent an Officer to deſire he would come; - 
R FR * i 


— 
* 


* 5 
8 «4 


„ 


fi with -Captaid'Evy-moall on Board his (the 
u Admiral's) Ship, as an Officer, he thought 
t himſelf obliged to go wherever he was 
« ordered of ſummoned on his Majeſty's 
© Service ;/ and, as an Officer on board that 
« Fleet; he thought the Admiral, com= 
te manding in Chief, had a ay co to ſend 
«© him that Summons. The Reaſon 
made him give an Opinion upon ſueh 
3 ions as he was (by the Admiral's 
« Order) .afked ; and he hopes that he ſhall 
«© never give an Opinion orAdvice (where the 
« Service of his King and Country is con- 
e cerned) that he ſhall be aſhamed to fign;” 
adding, That the Opinion by gave was 
© principally founded upon the Repreſenta- 
5 — . the State of * Fleet, and the 
ti Officers of the 


* Reaſons given by tl 
10 Navy. | 5 
The Earl of Eff 


"than alſo acquainted 
us, that from the Moment it appeared zhe 
Fleets were to engage, he applied to Cap- 
tain Cormwall, deſiting him to quarter him, 
where he thought he could be of moſt Ser- 
vice ; but that Captain Cornwall thinking 
(as it ſeemed to his:Lotdſhbip) that he was 
ent upon another Service, declined _—_— 
ng him to any Poſt in the Ship: His Lord- 
hip upon that deſired, he — have Leave 
d be upon the Quartex- Deck, whith was 
anted ;—and aid, that, if Captain Corn- 


wal] 


wil] had been here, he ſbould have deſire 


HFaving thus laid before your Majeſty an 
exact State of the Information received in 
the Courſe of our Examinatien, we do, in 

farther Obedience to your Majeſty's Com- 
mands, moſt. humbly report to your Ma- 
jeſty the ſeveral Matters, which have been 
the principal Objects of our Attention in 
this Inquiry, as they appear to us, via. 
It does appear to us, that Major General 
James Stuart, and Colonels Edward (u. 
wallis and Thomas Earl of Efingbam, from 
the failing of the Fleet from Gibraltar, un- 
til the 19th Day of May, were upon theit 
Paſſage to Minorca, in order to join their {e- 
veral Commands; Sad their Deſtination and 
Orders being known to Admiral Byng,'they 
could have no Doubt of the Adnmurayy.1n- 
tefition of landing them upon the. fixſh Op- 
c rtunity hat upon the ſaid 2 9th od 
May, when, the Fleet arrived off Mug 
they ſaw the French Fleet, to which he Ad, 
miral gave Chace during the Rernainder d 
that Day, and on the Day following enſort 
the Engagement of the t o Fleets; which 
rendered their being landed upon either d 
thoſe Days impracticable, and any per 
tion from them for that Purpoſe impmpeſ 
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Command of Sir Edward Hawke, they wry 


board the Fleet, it does appear to us, that 


and their being ſummoned by the Admiral, 


| x CC 

as it - 1 have <irried 20 Antonin of 

their defiring to ſhun an Action, which mu 

then evidently take Place: That after the 

Engagement, until the Time of 170 N 
leet 


their Return to S the Engli 
was at a Diſtance, of Eight or Ten 15 

from Minorca, and the French Fleet in Sight 
between the Eugliſb Fleet and the Iſland— 
And that when the Fleet being reinforced 
failed again towards Minorca,” under the 


again on board the Fleet, in Order to re 
to their reſpective Poſts, until they met the 
Tranſports, which brought the Engl: ſh Gar- 
riſon from St. Philip's. | 
And, in Regard to the ſaid Major Gene- 
ral Stuart, Colonels Cornwallis and Earl of 
Effingham, having affiſted at, and ow. a Sea 
Council of, War, being only Paſſengers'on 


their critical Situation in that Juncture, 


whom they looked upon as their command- 1 
ing Officer, induced them, though 2 | 1 
not altogether regular, to aſſiſt at, and give 
their Opinions in that Council of War, to the 0 
beſt of their Underſtanding. 3 

And upon the Whole, we do humbly ſub- :' 33 
mit to your Majeſty aur unanimous . Opini- | 
FR 
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